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EXTENSION
CHECKLIST



BEFORE WORK STARTS
Planning permission applications*
Party wall agreements
Internal architecture
(how will the extension affect your home’s 
internal existing architecture?)
Listed building consent
Building regulations approval
Architectural drawings
Technical plans
Will your home need to be rewired?

MATERIALS
Flooring:

hardwood
carpet
laminate
tile
vinyl
stone
other 

Lighting:
ceiling fan
recessed
pendant
tracked
chandelier
other 

Roofing:
clay
concrete
slate
other 

Rendering:
lime
sand and cement
clay
other

Paint 
Wallpaper 
Windows:

metal frame
wood frame
UPVC
other

Doors:
wood
UPVC
metal
other

Patio doors:
French windows
bi-folding
pocket
sliding
other

Yes No n/a

You chose to move to your home for a reason; it could 
have been because of the area it’s in, or simply because 
when you first viewed the property, it felt ‘right’. Every 
home has its own quirks and charms but, if you’re 
beginning to run out of room, it can feel like the only 
option is to sell up and move to a bigger house.

But is this always the best way to gain more space? With 
the property market being as it is, adding an extension to 
your home can work out as both a cheaper – and faster 
– way to gain that much-needed space. So whether 
you’re dreaming of a larger kitchen or living room, or 
you’re in dire need of some more bedrooms, an extension 
could be the answer.

If you’ve been thinking about adding an extension to 
your home then – and understandably with such a large 
home-improvement project – you may feel a little 
unsure as to what you need to think about and where to 
begin. That’s why we’ve made this handy little checklist 
to highlight all of the different things to consider before 
starting work, in order to get the extension of your 
dreams – regardless of whether it’s going to be a new 
bathroom, bedroom or kitchen. It may seem like a lot to 
think about, but this is a general checklist for all types of 
extension… so don’t worry if a few things listed here are 
not relevant to your particular project.

* Your extension will need planning permission if any of the following apply. Remember, this list is not exhaustive, so it’s best to speak to a surveyor, architect 
or your local planning office to find out if your project would need planning approval:

• More than half the area of land around the original building would be covered by additions or other building 
• The extension will be forward of a principal or side elevation that fronts a highway
• The extension would be higher than the highest part of the building’s existing roof
• A single-storey rear extension would go beyond the rear of the original building by 3m or more (or by 4m for detached houses) 
• The property is within an area of designated land or is a Site of Special Scientific Interest
• The property is a listed building 
• If a single-storey extension, it exceeds 4m in height
• For multiple-storey extensions, if it extends beyond the rear wall of the original house by 3m or more
• The proposed extension will feature any verandas, balconies or raised platforms
• Materials being used are not similar in appearance to the rest of the property 
• A two-storey extension would be closer than 7m to the rear boundary


