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Your bathroom is one of the most special places 

in your home: you use it to get ready for the day 

ahead and to prepare for those special occasions, 

as well as a space to relax and unwind in. 

Bathrooms should be a pleasure to use; whether 

you’re grabbing a quick shower early in the 

morning or taking a long, relaxed soak at the end 

of a hectic day. Function is foremost: this is a room 

that needs to work hard to fulfil all the needs of you 

and your family. 

The good news is that it needn’t be daunting to get 

the bathroom of your dreams. All it takes is a bit of 

smart planning, some dreaming – and don’t forget 

the excellent expert advice. So let us show you all 

you need to know…  
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Your dream bathroom is 
just a few steps away

Bathrooms

It’s a place to relax, unwind and indulge yourself in – so if your current bathroom is more 
drab than fab, it could be time for a makeover.
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1. BE INSPIRED 
Begin looking online, at magazines and even on 

television and in films for inspiration for your new 

bathroom. Which look appeals to you the most: 

rustic coastal, minimalist and modern, or something 

more luxurious and ornate? Start an online mood 

board of your favourite looks and include any sinks 

or baths that appeal to you. Then think about your 

colour scheme: bold monochrome, or a softer feel 

with natural tones are both good choices. Or if you 

go for a clean, white look, you can add either a pop  

of colour or a bold pattern on the walls or floor. 

 You’ll need to see all the sanitaryware and 

furniture you’ve chosen together to see if they work 

as a whole. This is the time to think big: if you’ve 

fallen in love with a pricey waterfall tap, for example: 

you may be able to find a cheaper version of the 

same style, or change your budget around so you 

can afford it. 

 Ensure you’re 100% happy before you buy 

anything. 

2. GET PLANNING 
First things first: think about how your household 

uses your bathroom. Is it a busy, hectic place or 

more quiet and relaxed? Will your new bathroom be 

just for you, and your partner, or the whole family? 

Do you need a bath AND a shower? Would two 

sinks work? Is it a relaxed, moody spa feel you’re 

looking for, or do you need to make it practical and 

hard-wearing? 

Getting started 
There’s a lot to think about when it comes to planning the bathroom of your dreams – but these 
are the essential elements you should spend time considering before you can step in to the 
perfect bathroom created just for you.

http://opun.co.uk
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3. NAIL THE LAYOUT 
Finding your bathroom’s optimal layout is 

everything. If you’re updating an existing bathroom, 

take some time to think about how it works currently 

and what you would like to change. You’ll need to 

play with different layouts to see what works. Use 

Opun’s easy-to-use (and free) online software. 

You can see in 3D exactly how it will look when 

completed. (Remember, you’ll need to know where 

the soil pipe is and plan the placement of the toilet 

accordingly.) After you’ve got a layout that works 

for you, it’s time to start looking at the bath, shower, 

sink and toilet you want to use, and choose your 

desired look and feel.

4. THINK LIGHTING 
The right lighting in your bathroom will create the 

atmosphere you want, as well ensuring it’s properly 

illuminated. After all, your bathroom is a place where 

you’re likely to be shaving or applying make-up 

in the mirror one day, and taking a leisurely long 

soak in the bath the next. Do you want your whole 

bathroom to be brightly lit? Do you want lights in 

the shower? Do your mirrors need to be illuminated? 

Check out page 11 for the choices available and 

advice on choosing the right lighting for you: be it 

mood, ambient or bright.  

5. PLAN STORAGE
Neglect to plan enough cupboard space and your 

lovely new bathroom will start looking cluttered with 

bottles on the windowsill and cleaning stuff on the 

floor. So keep it clear and looking good by planning 

two types of storage: concealed storage to hide 

away ugly cleaning products and shampoo bottles; 

and open storage to allow you to make a feature of 

what you want to show off: folded towels, modern 

candles and perfume bottles. 

• Choosing the right size of tiles is key: small or 

mosaic tiles will make the room feel busy and smaller. 

Large ones may need to be cut down, which is tricky, 

so going for medium-sized tiles is usually best. 

• If you need to have pipes behind the sink or bath 

boxed in, utilise the top of the box as a stylish shelf to 

show off candles, good-looking bottles and plants. 

• Furniture like a chest of drawers and armchairs add 

a stylish edge to your bathroom, making it more 

personal and welcoming, as well as tying it  

in stylistically with the rest of your home. 

• If there’s room in the shower, plan in a shampoo 

niche – a box of shelves inset into the wall – as it looks 

super-stylish and works so much better than a pre-

bought shelf unit (or leaving bottles on the floor!). Try 

colourful tiles on the back of the niche. 

• Your bathroom should feel like part of your house, so 

a nice rug, pictures you love or a bench or stool to sit 

on really help to make it warm and welcoming.  

You don’t want this space to feel too clinical or cold. 

• Don’t forget about finishing-touch accessories  

in your bathroom; they make it feel stylish and 

special. Soap dishes, liquid dispensers, bins and 

favourite ornaments, as well as modern touches  

like wooden ladder shelves, come in a range of  

finishes and can change the whole look of your 

bathroom. 

• Always consider the doors you choose; whether the 

main one to your bathroom, storage cupboards or 

your shower door. A pocket door, which disappears 

when open, is an architectural detail that looks 

modern and saves space. A clear glass shower door 

will make your bathroom feel larger, while letting 

more light flood into the room.   

Anat Elkarat
Opun’s bathroom designer

continued…

Expert top tips
From tile sizes to bins, here are some things you may not have considered.
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Thermostatic mixer 
showers contain a valve to 

keep the water at a constant 

temperature. These are ideal 

if you have young or elderly 

people in your household, as 

it means there’s no risk  

of scalding. 

Find the perfect shower 
for your home
It’s one place in your home to think, be invigorated and stimulated, but when it comes to showers 
there are a whole range to gen up on – and choose from. As with other bathroom features, you 
can choose from a modern style with clean lines, or more traditional with vintage touches. 
You’ll need an expert to check out your water pressure, as this can affect which shower will work 
best in your bathroom.

These are the main types of showers available:

1
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Electric showers heat 

water on demand so you 

never run out nor waste any. 

These are quick and easy 

to fit and tend to be less 

expensive, but a bit bulky. 

Power showers take 

water from both your hot 

and cold supply and contain 

a pump to give a satisfying 

shower with great water 

pressure. 

Digital are the next generation 

of showers, using digital 

technology to set the water 

temperature. App-controlled 

versions let you manage it from 

your phone. 

Shower trays 

These come in different shapes and sizes and their 

fitting is dependant on whether the pipes in your 

bathroom are above or below your floorboards: 

underfloor plumbing means you can choose a 

slimline tray, while an elevated tray will hide 

exposed pipes.

Shower heads

Bigger doesn’t always mean better when it comes 

to shower heads. A fixed shower head looks more 

stylish and upmarket, but can’t be detached so 

isn’t the most versatile choice for families. A riser kit 

shower head slots into the bracket on the wall so 

can be adjusted to any height and detached for hair 

washing or cleaning, too. 

continued…
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Standard: an easy-to-

clean basic bath is most 

often the cheapest. It’s 

usually enclosed on the 

outside by bath panels. Also 

comes in shorter lengths for 

space-strapped bathrooms. 

Which is the right 
bath for you? 

1

Your bath can be the focal point of your bathroom, the feature that holds it all 
together – so it’s worth considering every style on offer, whether traditional or 
contemporary. Once you’ve found a bath you love, you can base the style of the 
rest of the bathroom around it...  

These are the main types of baths available:

http://opun.co.uk
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Free-standing baths: 
these make a luxurious 

statement in any bathroom 

that has the space. Whether 

simple and contemporary or 

more traditional and curved 

with claw feet, they make a 

focal point in your bathroom. 

Your plumber will be able to 

tell you where it can sit in

the bathroom. 

Spa jacuzzi: these bring 

a tranquil taste of the spa to 

your bathroom with a bath 

designed to massage you all 

over with water jets as you 

relax. These are usually more 

expensive than other types. 

Sunken bath: stepping 

down into a sunken bath 

is an extra-indulgent 

experience. The bath is set 

into the floor to create a look 

with one step or a series of 

steps to it. A dramatic look, 

especially when it’s sat below 

a window. 

continued…
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Shower baths: an ideal 

solution for those that want 

the luxury of both a bath 

and shower, but have limited 

space. The dual-function 

design can work really well 

even in a busy bathroom;  

opt for an L-shaped or 

P-shaped bath and choose  

a shower screen that fits 

either perfectly. 

continued…

Cast iron 

Long-lasting and 

great for maintaining 

heat, these are the 

most authentic and 

expensive to buy. 

Acrylic 

These are easy to 

clean, cost effective 

and look great. A solid 

choice for a busy  

family bathroom. 

Natural stone 

These are long lasting, 

but also known to 

absorb lots of heat 

from hot water. 

Steel

These baths are sturdier 

and more durable than 

acrylic and retain heat 

better, too. Check your 

floor can hold up the 

weight of this bath. 

Choose from these materials: 
Here’s a quick guide to the different materials baths can be made from. 
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These are the most popular choices: 

Vinyl flooring is easy to fit and keep clean too. 

Available in simple colours and a range of textures as 

well as bold patterns. Super practical and can be fun. 

Wood is great for a warm, natural look. Avoid solid 

wood and most laminates as they will warp in moist 

conditions. Instead, opt for hardwood, or laminate 

made for the bathroom. Also, existing floorboards 

can be treated to make them waterproof and also 

stained or painted. 

Tiles are not as thick as they once were, so opt for 

a slimline look. These can be utilised up one wall or 

the side of an enclosed bath to make a room look 

bigger. Mosaic tiles make a bathroom feel smaller, 

so take the size of the room into account. 

Natural stone such as marble and granite is 

a dramatic, modern choice and a long-lasting 

pick that stays good looking for years to come. It 

can add distinctive natural patterns to the floor. 

Polished concrete is a contemporary, chic 

choice that adds a touch of class to any bathroom. 

It can be slippery, so maybe not suited to children or 

elderly family members. 

Underfloor heating is a treat in any bathroom; 

step out from the bath or shower and onto a warm 

floor that dries in minutes – no need for a radiator. 

Electric cables are laid beneath the flooring and it 

just needs to be turned on to heat up instantly. It’s 

also cost-effective. Most stone, tiles and solid timber 

are suitable to be used with underfloor heating. 

Newer trends for fashionable floors include ’70s 

retro-style cork (which is cost-effective and mould-

resistant but can wear away in time) and rubber, 

which is super-practical and great for families as it’s 

easy to clean, warm and waterproof.

Carpets are not a good idea in most bathrooms, 

they are difficult to clean and look dated. If you 

want to bring a bit of warmth in, a rug that can be 

moved out and cleaned under is a good idea. 

Flooring: what will you choose? 
Your flooring can bring the whole look of your bathroom together. Consider how your bathroom is 
used before you find the perfect type for you...  

http://opun.co.uk
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Assess how much natural light you have already and 

where you’ll need to add other lighting: around the 

mirrors, for instance, or in the shower. 

Many bathrooms have little (or no) natural light – so 

if you have a window or skylight, maximise it, leaving 

it uncovered or choosing a curtain or blind that won’t 

block any light. 

Aim to use layers of light from a variety of 

sources for a successful bathroom lighting scheme: 

ambient, task and accent lighting can be used to 

create a space that is practical but also has a spa feel.

Ambient is general lighting, which provides overall 

illumination and is a must. 

Task lighting is for finer-detail activities such as 

putting on make-up or shaving in the mirror. Mirrors 

lit from both sides are the most flattering, but lighting 

from above also works well. 

Accent lighting is additional mood lighting to 

add atmosphere, such as downlight wall niches, 

backlighting a statement bath or adding low-level 

lights at skirting-board level.

Colour is key; be mindful that you can choose 

either a cool (blue-toned) or warm (yellow-toned) 

light and these two shouldn’t be mixed in one room. 

REMEMBER all lighting must be specifically 

designed for the bathroom with different IP ratings 

of the fittings appropriate for different areas of the 

bathroom. Your designer will know which light fittings 

to use where. 

Get the lighting right
Lighting can change the mood and look of your bathroom at the flick of a switch. So once you 
have your layout fixed, you’ll need to start thinking about the right lights...  

http://opun.co.uk
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Be clever with your layout – plan, plan and plan 

again is always the rule! You’ll need to visualise 

the space – which is where the Opun Planner can 

help: simple and easy to use, it allows you to create 

your own dream bathroom in 3D, moving elements 

around until you find a design that works for you. 

You can even get a free quote from Opun for your 

dream project. 

Storage is all-important in smaller spaces as 

keeping them clutter-free will give the illusion of more 

room. Choose a floating cupboard to hide all those 

bottles and keep the lines clean.

A combined bath-shower, if you need both, is a 

smart and modern choice. 

Go large with a huge mirror or even a mirrored wall 

and create a light-filled, bright bathroom.

Be bold even in a small bathroom. You can still 

choose a bold piece like a freestanding bath or 

modern sink to make a real statement. You just 

need to get the measurements right and ensure it 

works in the space you have. 

Choose a short-projection toilet and sink, which 

save you space without compromising on style or 

function. You should also consider wall-hung cabinets 

that take up no floor space.

Be wary of opting for a wall-hung toilet to 

maximise space: it can take up more room due to 

the boxing in of the cistern. Instead, choose a close-

coupled short-projection toilet. 

Lighting is very important in smaller bathrooms. 

Use larger mirrors and tiles that reflect the light. 

Other tricks to create the illusion of more space 

include choosing white sanitaryware; using the same 

tiles on the floor and one wall; and opting for soft, 

natural shades.

Install floor tiles (if using) on the diagonal to give 

the illusion of a larger room. 

How to make the most of a 
smaller bathroom
Pushed for space in your bathroom? No problem – even in a teeny-tiny room, a little  
planning will ensure you can create a bathroom that looks great and works beautifully for  
you and your family.

http://opun.co.uk
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Choose a style that compliments, but doesn’t match, 

your bedroom. White is a smart choice as it’ll suit 

most colour schemes and make the room feel more 

spacious. You can then add colour with accessories. 

Ventilation can be more important than in your 

average bathroom if you’ve got smaller windows. 

Ask your builder what’s best for your en-suite: an 

electric ventilation unit or fan, and ask for one that 

runs silently. 

A tiny space means that planning is even more 

important than with normal bathrooms: every square 

metre is precious, so use a designer or our Opun 3D 

Planner to find the perfect layout.

 

Storage is important in order to keep a neat 

and tidy look in your en-suite, so consider floating 

cupboards, below-counter drawers or ladder 

storage shelves. Corner basins save lots of space 

while still doing the job you want. Short-projection 

sanitaryware is a must, too.

 

Add a luxurious, special feel with his-and-

hers basins if there’s a wall with enough space to 

accommodate them. 

Your en-suite bathroom guide 
A private space to slip into straight from your bedroom whenever you like, shared only with your 
partner, and styled just as you want it? Bliss. Whether you’re adding an en-suite to your bedroom 
or doing up an existing one, here’s all you need to know... 

http://opun.co.uk
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Six trends 
that are 
here to stay

New trends in interior design emerge constantly. Few of us, however, want to change the 
look of our bathrooms every couple of years. These are the looks and styles that are hot 
now and will stay so for years to come, says the Opun design team.
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01 Bold patterns 
Be it on wallpaper or tiles! Smaller rooms can hold a bold pattern 

well and they work alongside white baths, and sinks. Patterned 

tiles are on-trend right now, and you can carry them from the floor 

up a wall. A statement wall, with bright, funky wallpaper, is a bold 

choice that will make your bathroom feel extra-special.  

continued…

02 Heritage-style
bathroom furniture  
You don’t need a Victorian house to have a Victorian bathroom; this 

style looks just as good in new builds. Even if you don’t have space for 

a roll-top bath, you can add heritage-style touches such as a ceramic 

sink and vintage-style brassware, or even a chest of drawers. 

http://opun.co.uk
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continued…

03 Free-standing baths  
The fashion has now become a design classic that is set to stay. A 

fabulous focal point if you have the space in your bathroom, there are 

now as many contemporary styles with smoother lines and no feet, 

as there are the classic clawfoot style. Always check that the floor in 

your bathroom can withstand the weight of a free-standing bath. 

04 High-gloss furniture 
Another trend that is here to stay is glossy, modular-style furniture. 

Whether you choose a vanity unit, cupboard or countertops, this 

sleek, contemporary storage solution is easy to clean, too. Choose 

a wall-hung unit, which takes up no floor space, to make your 

bathroom feel more open.  

http://opun.co.uk
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05 Wet room
Wet rooms don’t use shower trays; instead, the floor slopes to  

drain the water off easily. It can take up a whole room or it can  

be a part of the bathroom, cordoned off from the rest of the 

space with a large glass screen. Wet rooms look neat, are easily 

accessible and are easier to clean, too.  

06 Mix it up
Designers are making bathrooms more eclectic than ever: anything 

goes! Industrial can be mixed with Victorian and country with classic. 

Be brave. Just check that different looks work well together by 

putting images of the sanitaryware together. A traditional-style bath 

looks great with a simple, contemporary sink.  

http://opun.co.uk
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“When I walk into a bathroom that needs 

renovating, my first thoughts are about who is 

using the space and how they use it: function, 

function, function is always front of mind. Is there 

enough room for the homeowner to use the toilet 

comfortably? Can they move around the bathroom 

with ease? Will the shower door open without 

banging against a wall? When getting out of the 

bath, will they have access to a towel as well as 

room to dry themselves? 

“These are what I think about when looking at the 

layout: it’s not just about making more space.

“Then we look at the style of the bathroom and 

ensure the look and feel is one that the customer 

loves. We go through our library of imagery or 

pictures the customer has and we discuss every 

detail of the design. The customer is always in 

charge; we just need to understand their vision so 

we can source what they want and realise their 

dream bathroom for them.” 

“These are some of the bathrooms I’ve enjoyed 

creating most...  

The tiny bathroom
“This client dreamed of a walk-in wardrobe. Her 

bathroom was on the top floor of the house, under 

the eaves, and she asked us to look at fitting it into 

that space. At first I feared it would be too much of 

a squeeze to work comfortably, but after studying 

the layout, I managed to fit in a new shower, bath 

and toilet as well as a good-sized walk-in wardrobe. 

It felt counter-intuitive to take a chunk out of the 

bathroom but you need to have the confidence 

to change things and see if they work. I moved 

the bathroom door to maximize the wall space 

and made the bathroom into an L shape. It was 

much smaller but still worked beautifully, and the 

wardrobe made the space feel like a real treat.” 

The en-suite 
“Updating an en-suite bathroom can be a real 

challenge. One customer owned a flat which meant 

The design expert’s view
When it comes to achieving the bathroom of your dreams, an expert designer 
really knows how to deliver what you want. Meet Opun’s Anat Elkarat.
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his en-suite was even smaller than most. He chose 

a monochrome modern look and I looked to see 

where I could give the customer a bit more space. 

There was an unused corner in the bathroom 

that was going to waste, so I incorporated the 

shower into it. It was very small but in an en-suite 

bathroom every square inch must be used and even 

a slightly larger shower feels more indulgent. I also 

put in a sliding main door so it didn’t jut into either 

the bedroom or bathroom when opened, but offered 

a neat, space-saving opening. The result was a 

smart, contemporary bathroom that felt much 

more spacious.” 

The spare toilet
“The dingy, mouldy and neglected ground-floor 

toilet with one tiny window in this customer’s home 

presented a real challenge. The budget was limited 

so I had to think smart to turn it into a desirable 

space. The door opened out onto the hallway, 

which was quite intrusive so, after much discussion 

with the owners, I moved the door so it was facing 

away from the hallway and could be left open to 

let light in.

 “The room itself was made more spacious and 

bright with clever use of large mirrors, light-reflecting 

tiles and vanity unit, spotlights and a glass panel 

around the shower. All these small changes add 

up to make a huge difference. We also used the 

same floor tiles throughout the hallway and the 

spare toilet, which brought the two rooms together. 

There was even room in the hallway for built-in 

cupboards, meaning no more coats and boots 

cluttering it up.” 

The design 
expert’s view

continued…

A retracting shower 
hose can reduce clutter 

in a small bathroom.
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Being too ambitious Does your current layout 

work just fine? If so, don’t change it for the sake 

of it. Moving a complex piping system is time-

consuming and expensive. 

Going too large Opt for too much, or furniture 

that’s too big, and your bathroom will look 

cramped. Spatial design is all: have you got room 

for that longed-for spa bath? If no, opt for a smaller 

design. Want a shower and bath but don’t have 

enough room? Put in a shower-bath.  

Poor ventilation This is crucial to get right. A 

badly ventilated bathroom doesn’t just feel bad; it 

can lead to damp and mould and the premature 

decay of any wooden fixtures. Ask for expert advice 

on a silent extractor fan and its positioning. 

Inadequate storage Bathrooms, especially 

busy family ones, have to hold a lot of stuff that 

you’ll want hidden, so plan more than just a 

medicine cabinet to keep your new bathroom neat 

and clear. Think vanity cupboards, wall-mounted 

cupboards and even free-standing furniture. 

Ignoring your lifestyle How busy is your 

bathroom? Would two sinks help the flow in the 

mornings? Do you 

need accessibility 

for elder family 

members? Think 

about who visits 

your bathroom and 

how often it’s used 

to find a style that 

suits you.

 

Insufficient heating The bathroom needs to 

be heated differently to the rest of the house: after 

all, you get undressed in there, often first thing in 

the morning too, so it needs to be warm whenever 

you want it. Look into underfloor heating and 

heated towel rails. 

Not asking the experts Even if you’re a 

brilliant DIYer, advice from an experienced expert is 

a must. Their knowledge can ensure you avoid all 

these common and expensive pitfalls and instead 

give you a bathroom you’ll love for years to come.

 

Bad lighting Whether it’s too harsh or there’s 

not enough, poor lighting can ruin the whole look 

of your bathroom. Check out how to get it right on 

page 11. 

Common mistakes to avoid
These are the pitfalls you need to be aware of when planning 
your dream bathroom. Plan, 

plan, plan!
As the saying goes, fail to plan and you plan to fail. Putting the toilet too near the sink so there’s not enough room to walk around, placing the towel rail in the wrong spot and fitting cupboard doors  that don’t have space to open properly are all no-nos. 

Opun can help you plan your 
bathroom to ensure the best 
use of space.

http://opun.co.uk
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Planning
A planning application for installing a 

bathroom is generally not required unless 

it’s part of a house extension, or a new bathroom 

is being added. However, if your property is a listed 

building, or you’re making changes to the soil-pipe 

or hot-water system, you should consult your local 

planning department.

Legalities
Your builder should know the legalities and 

ensure you don’t fall foul of any regulations. 

There are general rules you should know though, 

including don’t have a loo opening directly off a 

kitchen, dining or living room. Also, if you only have 

one loo, then it shouldn’t be accessible from just  

a bedroom.

Budget
Make a list of projected costs in order to 

work out your budget. There are a lot of 

things to pay for: sanitaryware, taps, plumbing and 

accessories as well as installation. You can always 

move costs around; if, for example, you find a pricey 

freestanding bath you love, you can then cut back 

on your budget for tiles.

Plumbing 

Bathroom plumbing is all-important. Go 

for a high-quality, clutter-free finish with 

pipework concealed under the floorboards, boxed 

in, inside walls or in vanity units. If you’re choosing 

a large shower head or a power shower, a larger soil 

pipe will help with the flow rate. 

Water pressure 
Always get your water pressure checked: 

whether it’s low or high depends on your 

boiler as well as the direction and bends of your 

pipes. Ask your builder to check the pressure using 

a pressure gauge tool: you may need to use low-

pressure taps to ensure a good water flow or even 

install a pump to ensure a strong shower.  

Know your zones
It’s worth being aware of the different 

installation electrical zones in the bathroom 

relating to proximity to water. Always speak to 

your bathroom designer or an electrician about 

lighting before buying any fittings, to avoid costly 

mistakes. Lights must have the correct IP rating for 

the bathroom area they’re in. The bath and shower 

area is denoted Zone 1 (most shower lights are rated 

at IP65). Zone 2 is 60cm outside the perimeter of the 

bath and 2.25m from the floor and in this zone, an IP 

rating of at least IP44 is required. 

Ventilation
Many of us think of ventilation units as  

ugly, noisy and dusty features in the 

bathroom but they make the world of difference.  

It’s worth investing in a high-quality, noiseless 

extractor fan. Legislation states that existing 

bathrooms do not have to have a fan if there’s a 

window for ventilation; however, they are still the 

best way to keep the bathroom free of damp (and 

be honest, is every member of your family going 

to open the window after a shower, especially in 

winter?) Some fans can be switched on outside the 

bathroom when needed. 

Choosing the right products
When you can, get to a showroom to see 

what sanitaryware and accessories look like 

in the flesh: that expensive matte-black mixer tap 

may look great online but will it be impossible to 

clean? Or, you might think a lower-cost bath will look 

cheap, but in real life it looks anything but. 

Your must-know 
bathroom checklist  
These are the topics that you must gen up on first and discuss with your builder. 
Get all this stuff right and then the creative, fun part can start.

//Experts 

to check this 

PLEASE.//
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What to expect once the 
builders start
The key to ensuring your bathroom work is as stress-free as possible is 
preparation. Here’s what to expect from the project.

Q: How will we live without a bathroom? 
A: The good news? It’s a legal requirement that 

your home has a working toilet, so no one in your 

family should be going without this essential item 

for more than a few hours. Check with your builders 

to see how long yours will be out of action for and 

plan accordingly by staying away during that time, 

or relying on the neighbours!

Q: Should we move out? 
A: If the renovation is majorly disruptive (if walls are 

coming down or the bathroom is at the top of the 

house, for example), it can be a good idea to vacate 

your home during the busiest period to make things 

smoother – coinciding it with a family holiday away, 

for instance, makes sense. 

 Coping with no washing facilities can be tough if 

you’ve got a large family, but if you’re staying put 

you’ll have to make alternative arrangements: using 

the kitchen sink to brush teeth, making the most 

of the bathrooms of friends or family living nearby 

or using the gym or showers at work are all good 

ideas. Always check how long this is likely to last for 

with your builders. Tiling, grouting and plastering all 

take time to complete and dry, so this needs to be 

taken into account. 

You may consider moving out 
if your new bathroom requires 
major structural work.

Having a functioning toilet is a 
legal requirement in the home.
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Q: Anything else to remember? 
A: If you’re planning to order the parts for 

the bathroom such as taps and even main 

sanitaryware items like the bath and toilet, take 

into account lead times for delivery. Your builders 

will let you know when they need them by, and 

don’t forget to check they’re the correct ones on 

delivery too: any hold-up will mean delays on the 

project. Don’t forget to let your neighbours know of 

any noise and mess that’s likely to affect them. Let 

them know they can speak to you or the workmen 

if they have any concerns. After all, any complaints 

can lead to further hold-ups.

 Embrace the process and expect life to be turned 

upside down for a while – but the results will be 

worth it.   

What to expect 
once the builders start

continued…

Step 1

Stripping out existing 

sanitaryware and

initial preparation.

Step 2

Sorting out plumbing, 

ensuring it works for 

your new bathroom.

Step 3

Completing the tiling 

and plastering. 

Step 4

Installing sanitaryware 

and furniture.

Step 5

Snagging and 

finishing touches.

What can I expect? 
Here’s a typical order of events...  

You need to be mindful of 
delivery lead times so as not 
to hold up the work.
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Bathrooms in the loft
Tucked away in the roof, a loft bathroom can make for the perfect 
retreat after a busy day.

A loft bathroom is always going to take some space 

out of what could have been a massive single room, 

but adding one in is well worth it. 

The value of an extra bathroom in the house 

cannot be overstated. Whether you’re thinking of 

transforming your creaky old attic into an office, 

artist’s studio or a cinema room, it is worth adding 

a bathroom to the loft, too. Even more so, if you’re 

thinking of creating a new bedroom in the loft, 

whether it’s going to be the master bedroom or a 

guest room. There’s something wonderful about 

an en-suite, it gives you a tranquil oasis in which 

to relax in the tub, away from the potential chaos 

going on in the rest of the house. Plus, it means you 

won’t need to sneak down the stairs in the middle of 

the night if nature calls. 

Here are some tips to help you create the perfect  

loft bathroom:

1. Remember, a shower can only be placed 

where there is full headroom.

2. A WC and a wash basin ideally also need full 

headroom.

3. The most cost-effective place for a loft 

shower or bath is directly above the existing 

bathroom.

4. A bath can be tucked away under the eaves 

to maximise space. 

5. To make the most of the unique shape of 

your loft, work with the original features 

such as exposed beams, sloping ceilings 

and extra skylights to create a beautiful 

bathroom.

6. Lots of lighting and large wall-to-wall 

mirrors can help create the illusion of space.

7. Wall-mounted sanitaryware can also  

help make a small bathroom appear bigger 

than it is.

8. The location of any loft bathroom should 

be decided on as early as possible in your 

space-planning process.
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Close-coupled toilet
This is the most popular type of toilet in the UK; 

it means the cistern is situated directly above the 

bowl of the toilet. 

Concealed cistern
This is where the toilet’s cistern on a wall-hung toilet 

is hidden behind a wall. It will need easy access for 

any issues that arise. 

Countertop basin
This is a contemporary freestanding basin that sits 

on top of a worktop or unit. 

Dual flush
A toilet cistern that has the options of two flushes: 

either a full flush (usually 6 litres) or a smaller one 

that saves water (around 3 litres). 

IP rating
When this is on light fittings it stands for ‘Ingress 

Protection’, meaning it refers to the level of 

protection from moisture and dirt on each. For 

example, some are made to just protect against 

condensation or being touched by a wet hand, while 

others are totally dust tight and can stand up to 

prolonged immersion under water. Your builder will 

know exactly which fittings to use for which part of 

your bathroom. 

Mounting frame
A frame that sits behind a wall and secures a wall-

hung toilet to a wall.

Passive stack ventilation
This is common in new builds and can be fitted in 

major refurbishments: a system that uses the fresh 

air flowing over the roof and the natural buoyancy 

of warm, moist air to lift the moist, stale air from a 

bathroom or kitchen and up to the roof level where 

it escapes out into the atmosphere. This energy-

efficient system works for the whole house.  

Pedestal basin
A sink attached to the wall that sits on a pedestal 

from the bowl to the floor, and which conceals  

the plumbing. 

Pocket door
A sliding door that, when fully open, slides into a 

compartment on the adjacent wall. Great for when 

there’s no room for the swing of a hinged door. 

Bathroom jargon buster 
No need to get confused by all the terms you keep reading and hearing when planning your 
perfect bathroom. Just refer to this easy-to-understand list to make sense of it all.

A concealed cistern 
is a sleek option, but 

requires access for 
maintenance.
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Roll-top bath
A style of freestanding bath that has a rolled lip 

around the rim. Not just a style feature, it also helps 

when getting in and out of the bath. 

Sanitaryware
This may sound a bit clinical but is just a catch-all 

term used for all bathroom furniture that could be 

ceramic: bath, showers and sinks.  

Short-projection sanitaryware
These are toilets and sinks that are more compact, 

taking up less space than average-sized styles. 

Ideal for smaller and en-suite bathrooms and 

shower rooms. 

Shower slider rail kit
This creates a shower where the height and position 

can be adjusted on a rail fixed to the wall.

Slipper bath 
This is a model of freestanding bath with a high 

back at one end and often shorter in length. Good 

for smaller bathrooms. 

Soft-closing seat
A toilet seat that closes gradually and silently, 

without noisily dropping shut. 

Soil pipe
The main pipe that carries waste and water from the 

bathroom down into the sewer system. Your toilet’s 

placing will be dependant on the location of the soil 

stack and it may be difficult and costly to move the 

toilet to the other side of the room. 

Vanity unit
A bathroom unit that contains storage and has a 

basin on the top too. It can be either floor-mounted 

or wall-hung.

Wall-hung toilet
These attach to a mounting frame behind a wall or 

unit, meaning the cistern is concealed and the pan 

suspended above the floor. These look more neat 

and modern than pedestal toilets as the plumbing 

is hidden away.

Wall-hung basin
A sink that’s attached to the wall, but has no 

pedestal. As above, it looks neater and is easier  

to clean, too. 

Bathroom 
jargon buster

continued…

A wall-hung basin 
looks great and can 

be easier to clean.
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Useful resources
A brand new bathroom is a definite asset to any home. It can provide a functional, yet 

calming space for all the family to use every day of the year. As this guide has shown, there 

are many elements to consider when designing your bathroom. Here is some further reading 

and websites that may prove useful:

Opun Planner – opunplanner.co.uk 

Why not try our free, online design tool to see how 

your ideas could look. You can save and share as 

many different designs as you like:

 

Jargon buster 

If you don’t know your Thermaform from your ASB, 

then our jargon buster is just what you need:

 

Inspiration and ideas

If you need more inspiration to plan your perfect 

bathroom, Opun is ready and waiting to help: 

Opun’s projects on Houzz

Opun on Instagram

 

The Opun Blog
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We’ve got hundreds of ideas for every room 
in your home. Take a look:

opun.co.uk/blog
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