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Converting your loft space is one of the most 

exciting and satisfying of all the home-improvement 

projects. With up to 30% of your home’s floor 

space tied up in your loft, the scope for home 

transformation and choosing what to do with  

all that new space above you is only limited by  

your imagination. 

Why move to get more space when the alternative 

is staring you right in the face or, more accurately, 

looking down on you from on high? With such 

a huge amount of potential in the house you’re 

already in (that, let’s face it, is often just used as 

a dumping ground for Christmas decorations, 

camping gear and old toys), why go through the 

stress of moving to a bigger place?

So you’ve opened up your loft and gained  

access to the space with a new staircase. Now,  

the fun can really begin. Maybe create a new 

bedroom with en-suite bathroom, or an office with  

a glorious view, or a playroom hideaway for the 

kids? Whatever you choose to do, not only will  

a new loft conversion significantly increase your 

living space, it’ll do the same for the value of  

your house, too!

This guide is designed to explain everything 

you need to know about planning, creating and 

enjoying the perfect loft conversion. From the 

suitability of your loft for conversion, to the types 

of conversions available, different uses, planning 

regulations, costings, step-by-step processes and 

lots more – we hope this guide helps you on your 

way to transforming your home and creating the 

perfect new space.
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Unlock your home’s full 
potential with a loft conversion

Lofts

With house prices spiralling and competition for prime locations fierce, staying put and 
making the most of your home has never been a wiser decision

http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk


opun.co.uk  |  0800 048 8743 – 3 –

A loft conversion isn’t simply a DIY project scaled  

up, it’s a complicated construction project that 

requires a wide skill set, experience and a rigorous 

adherence to building regulations. Unless you’re 

already in the building trade, that’s too much to  

take on. One purpose of home improvement is  

to save yourself the stress of moving home – so  

why would you take on the strain of converting  

your loft by yourself?

Once you accept that someone else will be doing 

the work, preparation comes down to finding the 

right professional and quickly establishing if your 

loft space is suitable for conversion.

Not every loft is suitable for conversion, but the 

good news is that most of them are. Even before  

a builder, architect or surveyor has visited your 

house, a good indicator is whether similar houses  

on your street or in your area have conversions.  

If they do, and you don’t live in a conservation area, 

then there’s a very good chance that everything  

will be fine.

The main thing that any loft professional will 

be looking for is whether the tallest part of your 

unconverted loft will be less than 2.2m high by  

the time a new floor has been fitted and the  

ceiling has been insulated and plastered. If  

it’s lower, there won’t be enough headroom to  

meet planning regulation requirements. However, 

even if this is the case, it’s still possible to make  

that space by either raising the ridge line of your 

house or lowering the first floor ceiling. Both options 

are major construction jobs though, and will be 

considerably more expensive and will require 

planning permission.

So unless your loft is a mere crawl space, the 

question isn’t really “Can I convert my loft?”,  

it’s “What would I do with an extra room in my 

house?” And that’s what we’re here to help you with.

Can your loft be converted? 
Almost all loft spaces are ripe for conversion, but just to be sure, here’s what you need to know
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Once you’ve established that your home is indeed 

suitable for a loft conversion, you can start to think 

about what you’re going to do with all that new 

space. Perhaps you’re young parents in need  

of a nursery? Or you’re looking for an extra  

bedroom with luxurious en-suite to keep the kids 

tucked away below deck? Maybe you need a place 

to work or study with floor-to-ceiling windows and  

a view over your neighbourhood that you never 

even knew existed? How about a den, playroom  

or a spacious hobby room in which to assemble 

that dream train set?

Of course, your loft conversion could serve multiple 

purposes – e.g. an extra living space with a sofa  

bed that doubles up as an en-suite guest room 

whenever the need arises. Whatever you choose  

to use your new space for, freeing up nearly a third 

of your house will transform the way you and your 

family live. 

Making the most of your 
new space
While any loft conversion will certainly increase your home’s market value, the 
true cash in the attic is the space itself

Insider View
Experts and homeowners share their loft-
conversion experiences and tips…

What do people do with their lofts?

“Most people are looking to give their kids some  

extra space,” says Marcus Shirley, a Senior Loft 

Surveyor. “And a lot of parents grab the loft as a  

large master bedroom with an en-suite bathroom,  

so their teenage kids can run wild below them. But 

then there are the others…

 “More people than you’d guess use their converted 

loft to play with trains, filling the whole space with 

giant model sets. Those who work from home put 

their offices up there, giving them a separation 

between their home and work lives. For those 

into fashion, we convert a lot of lofts into walk-in 

wardrobes, full of built-in storage with an adjoining 

bathroom. We even did one once where a lady was 

a pole dancer, so she wanted the whole loft space 

as a bright, airy dance studio. When I first visited her 

house, I could see why. She had her pole right in the 

middle of her living room, so you had to lean around 

it to watch the telly!”

Marcus Shirley,

Senior Loft Surveyor, south-east England
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Insider View
Experts and homeowners share their loft-
conversion experiences and tips…

What do people do with their lofts?

“After renovating our Victorian terrace off and on 

for a decade, we hit our 40s knowing that this was 

definitely the house we wanted to grow old in. We also 

realised that our two children were only going to take 

up more and more space! A loft conversion seemed 

to be the ideal way to future-proof our home by 

providing more room now, as well as coping with the 

likely eventuality of at least one child living with us 

well into their young adult years. 

 “However, since we’d need to extend the mortgage, 

we also needed some good justification to do it now. 

We decided we’d make our loft a modern, bright 

bedroom with a stylish hotel-style bathroom that 

would look good on Airbnb, appeal to paying guests 

and also have enough storage and long-term appeal 

for tenants. In this way, we could make the loft pay 

for itself a few months a year.

 “We knew we had a good-sized loft and good 

reasons to convert it – but apart from that, we 

knew nothing! Did we need to apply for planning 

permission? How much would it cost? What about 

architects? Where would the stairs go and how long 

would the building take? We had no idea.

 “We did have a lot of neighbours with loft 

conversions though. We live in a conservation area  

of Victorian-era terraces, so we started knocking  

on doors. One friend would let us see their loft,  

then point us towards someone they knew, and  

so on. Eventually, we’d been in nearly a dozen 

people’s houses!

 “Incredibly, even though the houses were all  

similar, every single loft was totally different.  

Some had features we liked, others not so much.  

One neighbour had such a large and sumptuous 

walk-in shower room that their bedroom was literally 

just that – a double bed with mere inches around 

the sides to the walls. While we didn’t like that idea, 

another bathroom was so well designed that we 

took photos of it and asked our builder to copy it. 

Eventually, we knew what we wanted. All we had  

to do was get it done…”

Vicky & Chris,

homeowners, London

The sky really is the limit when choosing what to 

do with your loft, but there are some considerations 

that can help you maximise your new space. When 

thinking about a bathroom, remember to allow 

plenty of height to the ceiling – you don’t want to 

be banging your head during a middle-of-the-night 

loo visit. Also, consider storage. The eaves allow 

for plenty of built-in storage space, but be careful 

where you place access – if you have an idea where 

major furniture such as a sofa or bed will go, try to 

avoid placing eaves-access doors in these areas. 

Lastly, even though on paper your new loft may 

look generous, remember that many areas will 

be restricted by low or angled ceilings. Be realistic 

about which areas are actually usable – it’s easy  

to overestimate the space you’ll have.

Making the most of your 
new space

continued…
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Six ways 
to convert 
your loft
Before your dream becomes reality, there are a lot of practicalities to face up to. 
The age of your house, its location and – of course – your budget can all determine  
the kind of conversion you choose
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Internal loft conversions are not suitable for all properties. While many 

homes can benefit from this straightforward kind of conversion, it relies on 

the loft being already large enough to comply with building regulations, 

which dictate after the conversion there is a minimum ceiling height of 

2.2m from the floor. If there would be less than this you will need to carry 

out another form of loft conversion to gain sign-off. 

Mention a loft conversion to most people and this is what they’ll think of – 

an opened-out loft with Velux windows set into a sloping roof, with  

a new staircase linking it up with the house below. Just because this is 

the go-to solution doesn’t make it a dull or predictable choice, though. 

So many choose this option as it’s often the most cost-effective way to 

unlock the untapped space above. An internal loft requires the fewest 

alterations to the existing roof, can be almost endlessly configured into a 

room or set of rooms and, since it barely alters the exterior appearance of 

your house, raises few, if any, planning objections with local authorities.

01

Internal Pros & Cons
+ One of the cheapest 

forms of loft 

conversion

+ Quick construction 

+ Rarely requires 

planning permission 

- Requires your loft 

space to already be 

relatively large

- Other types of loft 

conversion can add 

more space 

- Will add less value to 

your property than 

other kinds of loft 

conversion 
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Dormer conversions are suitable for most types of homes from 

Victorian town houses to modern semi-detached properties. They are 

also relatively inexpensive compared to mansard and hip to gable 

conversions, however some people consider flat-roofed dormers in 

particular to be less aesthetically pleasing than other kinds of conversion. 

Dormer windows protrude from the existing roof line, offering some extra 

standing-up space to a loft area that can sometimes feel constrained 

by its sloping roof. By ending in a more conventional flat window, a well-

placed dormer can frame an elevated view over your neighbourhood 

that you might have been completely unaware of. The space in front 

of a dormer can be an ideal spot for a comfy chair, making the most of 

the extra light, or even the head of a bed to let you be woken up by the 

dawn’s first rays. For older houses in conservation areas, single or double 

dormer conversions that are in keeping with the aesthetic of the property 

usually gain planning approval.

Dormer

02

Pros & Cons
+ Relatively 

inexpensive

+ Creates a versatile 

space 

+ Suitable for most 

properties 

- Some people find 

flat-roofed dormers 

less attractive than 

other forms of dormer

- Gable-fronted 

dormers and hipped-

roof dormers can be 

expensive 
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L-shaped dormers are a large kind of conversion, that can add a 

huge amount of space to a property, and are ideal for Victorian and 

Edwardian properties that have a back addition. Providing the 

dormer does not exceed 40 cubic metres it is still counted as 

Permitted Development. 

An L-shaped dormer is recommended for Victorian-era houses and 

terraces, as the sheer amount of space they open up can mean that 

these homeowners can almost replicate their first-floor space up in the 

loft. In this way, it’s possible to have a small landing leading one way 

to a main room – or even rooms! – and off to the other for one more 

bedroom or bathroom. L-shaped dormers construct one dormer over 

the main body of the house, and another connected one over the rear 

extension that’s common to Victorian terraces. These dormers meet to 

form the L-shape, with the second one adding the necessary head space 

to the lower extension. 

L-shaped dormer

03

Pros & Cons
+ Adds a huge amount 

of space 

+ Doesn’t necessarily 

need planning 

permission 

- More costly than 

some types of 

conversion

- Only suitable for 

certain property 

types 
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Full-width dormers are almost like a mini-mansard conversion, they 

typically have a flat roof so there’s plenty of head height and you can 

add things such as Juliet balconies facing out towards your back garden. 

They are suitable for many types of property no matter when they were 

built, however they are more costly and take longer than other types 

of conversion. 

By extending a dormer to the full width of your existing roof – typically at 

the rear of your house – it’s possible to create a much larger room. With 

the frontal appearance of your home virtually unchanged, you will gain 

a dramatic space with a sloping ceiling at the front and a squared-off, 

full-height ceiling to the rear. Such a space can be left as one wonderful 

area, big enough to house multiple sofas and the biggest wall-mounted 

TV you can buy! The dormer could be an impressive wall of glass or, 

by carefully mapping out all this space, you could even create a self-

contained flat.

Full-width dormer

04

Pros & Cons
+ Add a large amount 

of space

+ Allows you to add 

large windows and 

Juliet balconies 

- More expensive than 

other kinds of dormer

- Takes longer than 

other kinds of dormer 
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Mansard conversions are typically added to terraced properties or 

semi-detached properties. They add tonnes of space, essentially 

allowing you to add an entire extra floor to your home if you so desire. 

Therefore they can add a considerable amount to the market value of 

a property. 

When you aspire to the sort of space a full-width dormer could offer 

but there isn’t enough headroom in your loft, it’s time to consider a 

mansard. This is where the ‘A’-side or parting walls are built up and a 

roof projection is added within these higher walls. A double mansard 

goes even further, building on both the front and back of the house 

to effectively add an extra storey. Unlike dormers, mansard walls are 

steeply tilted rather than vertical, while the roof has a slight pitch too, 

giving a different appearance than the box of a dormer. As a major 

structural change, mansard conversions can be expensive – and since 

they alter the building’s height, they also require planning permission.

Mansard

05

Pros & Cons
+ Add a lot of space to 

a property

+ Considered by some 

to be more attractive 

than dormer 

conversions

+ Can add considerable 

amounts to the value 

of a property 

- Expensive 

- Requires planning 

permission in most 

cases 

- Relatively long 

construction time  
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Hip to gable conversions are most suitably carried out on 1920-30s semi-

detached houses. A nice thing you can do with this type of conversion is 

to turn the entire newly created gable into a beautiful full length window 

giving you a stunning view of the surrounding area, and flooding the 

space with natural light. 

Some properties, particularly semi-detached houses, have roofs that not 

only slope from the middle to the front and back but also off to one side. 

This sloping side is called a hip and it can limit the headroom in your 

loft to such an extent that it is impractical to even install a staircase. The 

solution is to convert the hip or hips into vertical gable walls, allowing any 

loft conversion to match the footprint of what’s below it. Be aware that – 

as with mansards – since this work will affect the exterior appearance of 

your house, planning permission will be required.

Hip to gable

06

Pros & Cons
+ Creates a versatile 

new space 

+ It’s an aesthetically 

attractive option 

+ Allows you have 

vertical facing 

windows as well as 

horizontal roof lights

- Requires planning 

permission

- Can be expensive 

- Construction time 

can be long   
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Old vs New Roofs
They don’t make them like they used to – at least, 

that’s what people are fond of saying. A lot of the 

time, that’s not true at all. Modern cars, for example, 

are safer, more reliable and less polluting than older 

models, and who would ever want to buy an old 

computer? But for house roofs, the old cliché rings true.

For centuries, roofs were built on-site, one at a 

time. Each roof was over-engineered and able to 

support far more of a load than required, then further 

reinforced with the M-shaped struts you often  

see running through an unconverted loft.

This all changed in the 1970s, when roof sections 

with trussed rafters were prefabricated before being 

transported to a building site and hoisted into place. 

In these newer houses, the W-shaped trusses are 

essential load-bearers, so can’t readily be cut away.

Since modern construction techniques used fewer 

materials, a loft conversion of a newer property 

will require more materials to be added. With the 

W-shaped trusses removed to open up the living 

space, wooden or steel beams have to be added to 

bear the load of both the roof and the new room. 

Minimum height 2.2mTraditional cut rafter  

and purlin roof 

(pre 1965)

Modern trussed roof 

(post 1965)
Minimum height 2.4m
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2.0 metres

2.2 metres

Downstairs ceiling lowered by 20cm

Some loft spaces may 

not have the height 

available for the 

required 2.2m 

high ceiling 

By lowering the ceilings 

in the rooms below, 

extra headroom 

can be created 

in the loft space

To comply with building regulations, your loft 

conversion will need to provide at least 2.2m of 

headspace. This doesn’t mean the ceiling in the loft 

has to be 2.2m high throughout the loft, but it does 

need to reach this height at its highest point.

If the space in your roof can’t provide 2.2m of 

headspace, all is not lost. It may be possible to lower 

the ceiling of the floor below to create extra height in 

your loft. For instance, if your first floor ceiling is 2.4m 

high but you only have 2.0m in the loft above, lowering 

the first floor ceiling by 20cm will solve the issue.

To do this, we will usually install two steel beams to 

support the new loft floor. Held up by your structural 

walls, these beams will give your new space the 

strength required to support all your furniture and 

fittings. Another steel beam will normally be installed 

in the ridge of the roof to strengthen it.

The existing beams will be removed along with the 

first floor ceiling, and all the existing wiring and 

plumbing will be lowered and restored or replaced as 

part of the work.

Lowering the ceiling to give more headspace
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Many loft UK conversions are carried out in ways 

that don’t actually maximise floor space due to 

poor positioning of the staircase accessing the loft. 

Circumstances vary from house to house, but builders 

will often recommend that the stairs up to the loft begin 

where the staircase from the ground floor to the first floor 

ends, so the stairs turn back and ascend into the loft. In 

homes with a central staircase this will usually create a 

landing right in the middle of the main loft room.

At Opun we prefer to explore other options, trading off a 

little landing and/or bedroom space on the first floor in 

order to create a larger and more appealing area in the 

loft. After all, if you have a dormer window with a great 

view, why block it out to half the room by having the 

landing doorway in the middle of your loft space.

Below are a couple of examples of how some careful 

thought can improve your finished conversion.

The importance of planning 
the staircase
The positioning and orientation of the loft stairs will really affect how you can use the space

DNCB

STAIRS TO LOFT - SCENE 1
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BEDROOM 1

BEDROOM 2
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IF NO SPACE
ON STAIRS

BEDROOM 3/
STUDY

In this example, the stairs from 

the ground floor open out onto a 

landing. A typical response would 

be for the loft’s stairs would be 

to turn them back and up into 

the loft (yellow). However, a more 

space-efficient option might be to 

have the stairs to the loft situated 

in the corner of the home with a 

tighter turn-back (green) to create 

a much larger and more spacious 

loft room.

In this three-bedroom example, 

it’s preferable to fit the stairs up 

to the loft room (green) above 

the staircase that comes up from 

the first floor preserving space in 

the second bedroom (yellow) and 

achieving a much more appealing 

lay-out in the large loft room. 

Depending on the space, the loft 

stairs could start on the landing 

and turn, or space could be taken 

from the box room (Option 3). 

Example one

Example two

BAD USE OF SPACESTAIRCASE OPTIONS: GOOD USE OF SPACE
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You may need planning permission for your new loft 

depending on the type and size of your conversion. 

Projects of a certain size that don’t alter the exterior 

lines of a roof (the addition of skylights isn’t 

considered altering the roof line) can be undertaken 

without planning permission under a Permitted 

Development exemption. You should, however, still 

submit an application for a Certificate of Lawfulness 

– this is proof that all work was undertaken within 

guidelines and is vital paperwork should you ever 

sell your home.

If you do need to apply for planning permission, 

there’s no guarantee that it will be granted. Since 

raising the roof height or changing the appearance 

of a house can impact on an entire area, town 

planners will look at each application on a case-

by-case basis and make their decision based on 

both the practicalities and the aesthetics of the 

design. If you live in a remote detached house, or if 

a neighbouring building is significantly taller, there’s 

more chance of permission being granted than if 

you want to raise the roof of a mid-terrace house. 

It boils down to whether the planners feel that the 

building work will adversely affect the character  

of an area.

You should get an architect or builder to confirm 

whether you need planning permission – but as a 

guide for right now, you’ll need planning permission 

if you answer ‘yes’ to one or more of these 

questions:

1. Will a dormer extend beyond the existing 

roof slope on the front of the house?

2. Will the converted space be over 50m2 in a 

semi-detached or detached house, or 40m2 

in a terrace?

3. Will a dormer be built within 20cm of the 

original eaves?

4. Will any part of a dormer be higher than any 

part of the existing roof?

5. Will the loft include side windows that aren’t 

obscure glazed?

6. Do you live in a listed property?

7. Do you live in a conservation area or Site of 

Special Scientific Interest?

Planning permission and 
building regulations
A successful loft conversion is all in the planning

Even though your builder will advise you on this well in advance of work getting started, 

more details can be found at Planning Portal: www.planningportal.co.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/36/loft_conversion
http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk


opun.co.uk  |  0800 048 8743 – 17 –

Building regulations
Regardless of whether your loft project needs 

planning permission, you will still need to meet 

building regulation approval on all work done. 

Even though your architect and/or builder will plan 

everything around these regulations, it’s worth 

having a good understanding of them yourself.

Building regulations exist to ensure that any work 

done is structurally sound, fire safe and reasonably 

insulated. While specific regulations will depend on 

the exact type of loft conversion you undertake, the 

broad elements covering all new lofts include:

Fire safety
Fire-resistant doors and mains-powered smoke 

alarms are required.

Sound insulation
Noise between rooms must always be sufficiently 

insulated.

Floors and beams
New floor joists will be required to support the 

weight of your new loft room.

Stairs
New stairs are not only required to gain access 

to the new rooms but are a requirement (beyond 

retractable ladders) to provide an escape route in 

the event of fire.

Walls
New walls may be required to support the roof 

where previous supports were removed.

Planning permission and 
building regulations

continued…

You can find further information by visiting the Planning Portal website: 

www.planningportal.co.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/36/loft_conversion/3
http://opun.co.uk
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If you live in a semi-detached or terrace house, 

then a Party Wall Agreement will be needed before 

any loft conversion can be started on a wall that’s 

shared with your neighbour’s house. A surveyor 

can carry out the service or, if you get on well with 

your neighbour, you can simply hash out the 

details informally. Either way, it’s a good idea to 

photograph both sides of the wall prior to work 

starting in order to record the before and after states.

Many homeowners assume that getting a Party 

Wall Agreement is an extremely complicated,  

long-winded and costly process, but it really 

doesn’t need to be. The Party Wall Act was created 

to streamline the process of carrying out works 

on or near some kind of structure that you share 

ownership with, in order to keep things cordial 

between you and the other owners. It essentially 

enshrines your right to carry out all sorts of works  

on a shared wall.

Once you know that your proposed home 

improvement will require you to give notice,  

you have to inform all joint owners of the wall  

or structure at least two months before you start 

work, or instruct your surveyor to do so.

Hopefully, your neighbour will simply give you their 

consent in writing, in which case happy days – you 

don’t even require a Party Wall Award! You can then 

commence the work immediately – and get on  

with your life. 

If your neighbour ignores you, things can get trickier. 

If your neighbour doesn’t reply, they are deemed to 

have dissented to your notice. Before you can carry 

on with the dissent process, you must first serve 

them another notice which gives your neighbour 10 

days to find a surveyor. If they don’t respond to this, 

you can then appoint one on their behalf.

Ideally, your neighbour will agree to use the same 

surveyor as you. This surveyor must act impartially 

for both sides – but since it’s your duty to pay 

the fees for all of the surveying, using one will 

halve your costs. Once the surveyor (or surveyors) 

has been appointed, it’s largely down to them to 

work it all out for you. They will examine the party 

wall or structure from both sides – you and your 

neighbour’s – in order to record any pre-existing 

damage. This way, there can be no argument about 

whether your home improvement caused any 

damage or whether it was there before work started.

A Party Wall Award will also typically outline the 

rules affecting construction. This means things such 

as the hours and days of the week your builders 

will be allowed to operate on your neighbour’s side, 

when and under what circumstances workman may 

access their property, and so on.

Party walls: dealing with your 
neighbours
What is a Party Wall Agreement – and will you need one?

You can read more about Party Wall Agreements here: 

www.planningportal.co.uk and www.gov.uk/party-walls-building-works 

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.gov.uk/party-walls-building-works
https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200187/your_responsibilities/40/other_permissions_you_may_require/16
http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk
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How much will a new loft cost?
Loft-conversion costs vary due to many factors – but here’s a rough guide of 
what to expect

The exact price of a conversion can depend on 

many things, such as the size of your home, how 

old it is, and how high-end the fixtures and fittings 

you install are. For example, a full bathroom suite 

could cost as little as a few hundred pounds – or 

you could spend thousands on this alone. 

As a guide, here’s what we think the minimum cost 

would be for the most popular types of conversion. 

Internal – £25,000+
This tends to be the most affordable type of loft 

conversion. As it involves little structural reworking 

of the roof, it’s merely a case of installing some new 

windows to introduce natural light. 

Hip to gable – £50,000+
This is where either one, or both, of the roof slopes 

(hips) are replaced with a gable wall, hence the 

name. These allow for large windows to be installed 

into the side, offering excellent views and lots of 

natural light. 

Dormer – £35,000+ for standard, or 
£45,000+ for an L-shaped dormer
This is the most popular kind of loft conversion, as 

the installation of dormers increases the headroom 

in parts of the conversion. 

Mansard – £45,000+
The most costly type of conversion. This is where  

an entire side of a sloping roof is replaced with a 

new vertical wall and flat roof, adding – in essence 

– an extra story to the property. This kind of 

conversion always requires planning permission.

http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk
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Bathrooms in the loft
Tucked away in the roof, a loft bathroom can make the perfect retreat 
after a busy day

A loft bathroom is always going to take some space 

out of what could have been a massive single room, 

but adding one is well worth it. 

The value of an extra bathroom in the house 

cannot be overstated. Whether you’re thinking of 

transforming your creaky old attic into an office, 

artist’s studio or a cinema room. If you can, it is 

worth adding a bathroom to the loft too. Even more 

so, if you’re thinking of creating a new bedroom 

in the loft, whether it’s going to be the master 

bedroom or a guest room. There’s something 

wonderful about an en-suite, it gives you a tranquil 

oasis in which to relax in the tub, upstairs away 

from the potential chaos going on in the rest of the 

house. Plus, it means you won’t need to sneak down 

the stairs in the middle of the night if nature calls. 

Here are some tips to help you create the perfect  

loft bathroom:

1. Remember, a shower can only be placed 

where there is full headroom.

2. A WC and a washbasin ideally also need full 

headroom.

3. The most cost-effective place for a loft 

shower or bath is directly above the existing 

bathroom.

4. A bath can be tucked away under the eaves 

to maximise space. 

5. To make the most of the unique shape of 

your loft, work with the original features 

such as exposed beams, sloping ceilings 

and extra skylights to create a beautiful 

bathroom.

6. Lots of lighting and large wall-to-wall 

mirrors can help create the illusion of space.

7. Wall-mounted sanitaryware can also  

help make a small bathroom appear bigger 

than it is.

8. The location of any loft bathroom should 

be decided on as early as possible in your 

space-planning process.

http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk
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As well as adding lots of valuable extra space to 

your home, a well-insulated conversion may also 

provide you with savings by reducing your energy 

bills. How your new loft is insulated is a key factor 

for your builder to consider, as it may have a major 

impact on the amount of living space available 

after the conversion. However, all insulation must 

comply with Building Regulations and Standards  

for the location of your building – and the rules you 

need to follow are pretty straightforward.

Thermal insulation
To keep your new loft conversion cosy, and to 

comply with CO2 emission concerns, you will  

need to provide a high level of insulation to your 

roof. The most common way of achieving this is to 

install high-performance insulation boards between 

and below your rafters.

Sound insulation
To reduce unwanted noise from and to neighbouring 

rooms, the walls and floors will need to be insulated 

in order to reduce sound transmission. If you are 

converting the loft of a semi or terraced property, 

you will also need to consider the sound resistance 

of the Party Wall too. This is in order to insulate 

sound to and from your neighbours’ home.

Loft-conversion insulation
Reduce your energy bills with the proper insulation

For more information on insulating your loft conversion visit:  

www.planningportal.co.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/36/loft_conversion/6
http://opun.co.uk
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Windows
Any loft room will tend to be the largest room in 

the house and, being at the very top of the home, 

usually offers the best views of the surrounding 

area – no matter if you live in the city centre, quiet 

suburbs or the rolling hills of the countryside. So it’s 

important to consider your window options carefully.

All new rooms will need to be ventilated. As a 

rule of thumb, this is achieved by providing an 

opening window or opening roof light at a ratio of 

one-twentieth of the room’s floor area. In bath or 

shower rooms, an extractor fan should be fitted too, 

especially if there are no opening windows.

Exactly what windows you can install will depend 

on your planning permission, type of loft conversion 

and the layout of your home. Each type of window 

has its own merits, so it is a good idea to consider 

each to decide which would be best for your 

conversion. Here are some of the options you  

might have for your attic. 

Dormer windows
Dormer windows are perhaps the most common 

type of window you will see in British loft 

conversions. They are a type of raised box cut out 

of the original roof of the home, allowing for extra 

headroom within the converted space. These types 

of window are, as a result, particularly suited for 

properties that have low-hanging ceilings in the 

attic. This type of window may or may not require 

planning permission, depending on the specifics of 

your home. Some local authorities place restrictions 

upon the addition of dormer windows to a home, 

requiring them to be rear facing and constructed out 

of materials that match the rest of the property. 

Since your loft room will command the highest 

viewing point over your neighbourhood, a dormer 

window will offer a perfect place to fit a window 

seat. If your dormer is large enough, you may even 

be able to fit the head of a bed right up against the 

window, letting the natural light from the morning 

sun gently wake you from your slumbers.

Skylights 
In small spaces, maximising the amount of natural 

light becomes important, making the environment 

feel bright and airy. Because of their upward facing 

angle, sloping loft ceilings are a perfect place to add 

skylights. These let in far more light than a regular 

window at all times of day. 

Skylights (or roof lights) are fantastic for flooding a 

room with as much natural light as possible as they 

Windows and doors
When planning a loft conversion, choosing the right windows and doors isn’t 
just about aesthetics and practicality – it’s also important to ensure both your 
family and home are safe 

http://opun.co.uk
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slope with the roof. However, as roof lights  

are sky-facing, they are not the best choice  

of window if you’re looking for one that allows  

you to admire the surrounding landscape of  

your property. This type of window sits within  

the ceiling, so they do not protrude either inwards  

or outwards, meaning they will not alter your 

ceiling’s height. 

A particularly impressive sub-type of skylight  

are ‘roof lanterns’, which cut out a portion of the 

home’s existing roof and replace it with a glass  

box, giving you a ‘mini’ glass ceiling – creating  

a feature window all of your neighbours are sure  

to be envious of!

Gable-end windows 
Gable-end windows are probably the most 

impressive type of feature window that you  

can add to a loft conversion. The term ‘gable’  

refers to that triangular upper portion of the wall  

you find at the ends of properties that have ridged 

roofs. Subject to building control and planning  

permission, it may even be possible to have  

a floor-length glass wall at the gable end, or  

a set of Juliet balconies, giving you unrivalled  

views of the surrounding area! 

Doors
Fire-door regulations for brand-new loft  

conversions are understandably strict and  

are continually updated – and fire doors are  

an essential component part of any loft  

conversion. They are fitted to provide an escape 

corridor between the loft and an external door, 

should the worst happen. It is particularly important 

to use fire doors correctly, keeping them closed  

to ensure they are protecting the escape route  

– particularly at night.

Your architect and builder will ensure that your loft conversion adheres to the very latest fire 

regulations, but you can read more at the Planning Portal: www.planningportal.co.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

Windows and doors
continued…

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/36/loft_conversion/7
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Nobody likes to think about house fires, it’s not 

exactly a fun thing to consider. But it is important 

and a legal requirement to make sure your loft 

conversion adheres to these minimum requirements 

of fire safety.  

 

There are several regulations which need to be met 

when completing a loft conversion, except for in the 

cases of converting bungalows, the materials used 

within the conversion itself have to meet fire safety 

standards, but there are often alterations required to 

the rest of the existing property.

The main considerations are: 

An alarm system
A series of interlinked smoke alarms are required at 

each level throughout the stairwell. They must be 

powered by the mains, so you can’t just stick on one 

of those cheap battery only units. However these 

should also include a battery backup in case a fire 

caused a power cut.

 

A protected escape route
It is deemed unsafe to escape from a window above 

first floor level in the case of an emergency. There 

therefore needs to be a protected escape route 

from loft level throughout the stairwell. All doors to 

habitable spaces leading off the escape route will 

need to be upgraded to fire-resisting doors and 

additional fire rated partitions may be required 

to provide full protection if the escape route 

passes through another room. Stairs that open on 

to a habitable space such as a dining room or 

living area will need to be enclosed to create a 

protected escape.

If you do not wish to enclose an open staircase 

then a sprinkler/mister system may be required to 

conform with regulations.

If the property has glazed doors or period/character 

doors that the owners do not wish to replace, they 

can be retained if a full alarm system is installed. 

This includes the standard smoke alarms at 

each level throughout the stairwell as well as an 

additional hard-wired, interlinked alarm in every 

other bedroom and habitable space.

 

Fire containment
Dependant on the construction of the property there 

may be other considerations. Party walls between 

the development property and neighbouring 

properties must also be considered. The party wall 

must be fire resistant at loft level. Further to this, loft 

extensions such as dormers must be fire resistant 

on the neighbouring side to reduce the risk of fire 

spreading to any adjoining properties.

Fire safety for 
loft conversions 
The worst will hopefully never happen, but if it ever does and there is a fire in 
your home, you’ll be thankful these precautions are in place

A full list of building regulations for fire safety can be found on the 

government’s website at www.gov.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485420/BR_PDF_AD_B1_2013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/430891/approved-documents-amends-list_2013.pdf
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Despite loft conversions being such popular home 

improvements, few homeowners actually realise 

what they entail before they embark on their 

renovation journey. Here’s a step-by-step guide to 

the process to help you understand just how simple 

and straightforward it really can be. 

Step 1: Inspection and paperwork  
The very first step on the road to a loft conversion is 

having a surveyor or other expert inspect the roof, to 

see if it is a suitable candidate for conversion. Most 

lofts can be converted, providing they provide a 

minimum head height of 2.3m.

Once it’s been established that the loft is suitable 

for conversion, and you have decided what type 

of conversion you want, the technical drawings 

will need to be drafted and planning permission 

applications and Party Wall Agreements will need  

to be made if applicable. 

Step 2: Clear and prep 
Before the work can begin you need to get all of 

the items cluttering your attic — all of those dusty 

Christmas decorations and broken toasters up there 

will need to find a new place to live. 

Step 3: Scaffolding 
Before the builders can begin, scaffolding needs 

to be erected to provide safe platforms for the 

tradespeople to work from. This usually happens  

a day or two before the build team arrive. 

Step 4: Internal construction (part 1) 
Now that the builders have the scaffolding up, they 

will be able to start the initial stage of construction. 

They can do this without ever needing to enter your 

home. Depending on the type of conversion you are 

going for, they will begin by removing some or all of 

the tiles on your existing roof (this will be replaced 

with a heavy-duty tarpaulin to keep everything dry 

and safe). They will then reinforce the flooring and 

fit new floorboards, replace the joists and reinforce 

the rafters. Once this is complete, they will go ahead 

and construct the new dormers and windows, before 

they retile and insulate the structure. 

Step 5: Internal construction (part 2)  
Now that the space is sealed, watertight and 

capable of supporting heavier loads, your builders 

will begin the next phase. This is where they install 

things like stud walls, electrics and plumbing, before 

decorating the newly created rooms. 

Step 6: Breaking through and  
installing stairs 
This is the one messy part of the job – break-

through day. This is where the builders will break 

through the ceiling of your landing and install the 

new stairs that go up to the loft. This can be a little 

disruptive, so it’s often advised that the household 

not be in the home while this is happening. Once the 

stairs are installed, the workmen will finish off the 

job, by testing that everything works and is safe. 

Step 7: Clean up 
With the work done, the builders will clean the space 

so that it’s spotless for you to enjoy.

What to expect once your loft 
conversion begins
Surprisingly, loft conversions are one of the least disruptive of all major home 
improvements – but there are times when it can get a little messy

Loft-conversion checklist

Some principles for loft conversions are 

universal. To help you keep track of everything 

you need, and to jog your memory about  

a few things, simply download this handy  

loft-conversion checklist by clicking here: 

CLICK TO 
DOWNLOAD

https://opun.co.uk/assets/hubstyle/pdf-hub/Opun.Loft%20checklist.pdf
http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk
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Insider View
Experts and homeowners share their loft-
conversion experience and tips…

Living with our building work
“We’re the first to admit that our bedroom with en-

suite loft conversion wasn’t exactly Grand Designs. 

But we were told it would take nine weeks and that’s 

how long it took. On-time and on-budget were two 

massive wins that we continue to celebrate.

“Before work started the worry, of course, was that 

we’d be trying to cope with family life through two 

months of massive disruption. Would the banging, 

the dust and the power tools drive us all mad? As  

it turned out, no. Here’s why:

Cleanliness “Since scaffolding up the front of 

the house gave the builders access for the first three 

weeks, we only really saw them for tea and toilet 

breaks. The steel beams and wood needed to support 

the roof all went in that way, with all the old wooden 

struts and insulation going out the same way. 

“They warned us that the messiest part would be 

about a month in, when they’d have to remove parts 

of the landing ceiling and the main bedroom wall to 

make way for the staircase. Yet even this wasn’t too 

bad as they spent time screwing a screen around part 

of the landing, which caught the worst of it.

 “Every working day ended with them sweeping 

the house and pavement outside, vacuuming and, if 

necessary, even mopping floors, so by tea time it was 

more or less back to family life.” 

Communication “One of us would check in 

with the builders at least once a day to see what was 

going on, ask questions and, if needed, think about 

an issue for the next day. Once the space was opened 

up and the windows fitted, it was great to be able to 

see where we wanted everything to go. 

 “For example, we’d originally thought the bathroom 

would open into the bedroom, but realised that 

it would be better to make the area at the top of 

the stairs into a larger landing with doors into the 

bedroom and bathroom. In this way, the bathroom 

would be accessible, while the bedroom would have 

enough extra wall space to add a single bed.

“We had a plan but because we didn’t stick to it, the 

end result was far better. That was all down to talking 

to our builders.”

Courtesy “When we doubled the number of power 

points we wanted, our builder took it in his stride. 

When we turned up with four different types of tile 

that we knew would look great in our bathroom, he 

did it himself, exactly the way we wanted. And when 

one Friday, they wanted to knock off early for a bit of 

shopping, they asked us if that was okay first. 

“Nine weeks is a long time to have people in 

your house all day, every day. By being polite and 

punctual, by tidying up after themselves and by 

addressing our ideas calmly and sensibly, our builders 

let us get on with our working days while they got on 

with theirs.”

Vicky & Chris,

homeowners, London

http://opun.co.uk
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1 Blend your loft into your home

“We’ve seen thousands of loft conversions 

and in our experience, the best way is to make the 

new staircase look like it was part of the original 

construction. In nearly every case, that means 

making sure that the stairs go over the existing 

ones, off the existing landing. That way, when you 

go up the stairs, even if you’ve never been into that 

house before, the loft will look like a natural part 

of the home. Making the spindles, hand rails and 

staircase match seals the deal.”

2 An en-suite is more than just an extra 

bathroom

“Any loft conversion is going to add value to your 

house but if your conversion includes an en-suite 

bathroom, that makes a huge difference. Even 

if you have no intention of selling, that extra 

bathroom is hugely important. A lot of the time,  

the loft room instantly becomes the best bedroom 

in the house. It’ll probably be the biggest, will 

almost certainly have the best views and, of course, 

has its own bathroom. So it can be your oldest 

child’s retreat from his or her younger siblings, or  

parents could claim it as their luxury spot. 

“A loft bathroom does take some space out of 

what could have been a massive room – but in 

terms of resale, it will always make your home  

a lot more attractive.”

3 Lofts can be warm but they can also be  

TOO warm

“There’s no getting away from it – lofts can get hot. 

In the summer, they’re where the direct sunlight on 

the roof meets heat rising from the rest of the house 

and that can be an issue. Special solar glass can 

be fitted to any kind of window, including Velux, 

and while it reflects the heat very effectively, it also 

doubles the price of each window. Thermal blinds 

are an effective, affordable addition that work quite 

well – but for inner-city developments, especially 

loft flats, we’re seeing a rise in fitted air conditioners. 

A loft flat built inside a slate roof could get stifling in 

the summer without one, especially since building 

regulations say that the conversion must be fully 

insulated to prevent heat escaping in winter!” 

Practical loft tips
Since the devil is in the detail, how do you go about making the most of your loft conversion and 
turning a good loft into a great one? We put that question to a loft-conversion expert and  
a couple who have had their loft converted

3 Top Tips 
Marcus Shirley, 

Senior Loft Surveyor, south-east England

http://opun.co.uk
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1 You don’t HAVE to go with fitted everything

“There seems to be an obsession with using 

every nook and cranny of a loft as storage space, 

which can lead to fitted wardrobes and cupboards 

everywhere. We went the other way, creating the 

biggest possible bedroom space and then sparsely 

furnishing it with whatever we needed. This has 

given us the flexibility to host two students for a few 

weeks, to leave it bare while Vicky did some arts 

and crafts, and to set the room up with a big TV  

and beanbags as a games room.” 

2 Fit an insane amount of plug sockets

“Whenever we move something in the loft, 

we always cover up some power points. Thank 

goodness we insisted on having double power 

points fitted almost everywhere there was wall 

space to do so, even though our builder thought 

we’d gone crazy. It cost us a little more but it’s worth 

it to have easy access to power, regardless of how 

the room’s configured.” 

3 Wipe-clean paint on every surface

“A loft isn’t a regular room in that the stairs 

are quite steep and the sloping ceilings are 

within reach to most people. For both reasons, 

we quickly noticed that both children and adults 

put their hands everywhere! We bought a hard-

wearing, wipe-clean paint that’s recommended for 

bathrooms and kitchens and we used it everywhere, 

from the bottom of the stairs right up to the highest 

point of the loft ceiling.” 

3 Top Tips 
Vicky & Chris, 

homeowners, London

Practical loft tips
continued…
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While many builders perceive loft conversions 

as being among the most problematic of home 

improvements, the risk posed to you and your 

property can be completely mitigated by using 

professional tradesmen, surveyors and architects. 

Here are a few tips on protecting 
yourself before the work starts: 

Have a full survey
To start with, find a qualified surveyor to inspect 

your attic, take measurements, and to find out for 

you if you need to get any permissions or approval 

to carry out the work. This could include planning 

permission or Listed Building Consent.  

Check out your tradesmen’s credentials
You shouldn’t just employ anyone with a van and a 

drill to carry out your loft conversion. Do the proper 

checks to verify they are who they say they are, and 

that they have the right accreditations. 

Remember to check out the competent person 

scheme to see if they are registered. Also, ask to  

see photographs of their previous work so you  

know that it’s up to scratch. 

Ask to see their insurance 
You should always inspect your workmen’s public 

liability insurance. This is a type of insurance that 

provides cover for incidents where individuals are 

hurt or property is damaged as the result of the 

works being carried out on your home.

Get a contract
Once you’ve verified all of this, you should sign 

a written contract with your workmen, to confirm 

everything. Make sure it outlines exactly what you 

are paying for, and all the things you have agreed 

with the contractor, such as materials, start and 

finish dates and dates of payment. 

What can you do if the worst happens 
and it does go wrong? 

First, gather evidence 
Ensure you have all the paperwork and any  

receipts exchanged between you and your  

builder in a folder, make notes on exactly what 

happened and, ideally, take photographs of the 

problem (if applicable) to use as future evidence. 

Store multiple copies of these documents in a  

safe place. 

What to do if it all 
goes wrong?
It’s unlikely that things will go south, but it’s better to be safe than sorry

If you’re still unsure of any of the details, options or regulations, visit the Planning Portal 

website: www.planningportal.co.uk

CLICK 
HERE 
FOR 
MORE

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/36/loft_conversion
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Demand it is put right
This should be your first course of action if a builder 

has caused an issue. This could be: them failing to 

do something that was agreed upon, not finishing 

work to a high-enough standard, overcharging you, 

or many other things as set out in your contract. 

Hopefully they will admit fault and you will be able 

to come to an agreement on how they can resolve 

the problem, and if you should be paid any costs  

for the inconvenience. Be sure to get this agreement 

in writing. 

If you can’t come to an agreement…
If you fail to come to an agreement with your 

builder, then there are a number of routes to go 

down. For ease you may first want to try contacting 

any trade associations your contractor is a member 

of and making a complaint, or seeing if they are 

willing to enter alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 

with you. If neither of these options work, you may 

have to take the party in question to court. 

What to do if it all 
goes wrong?

continued…

More information
For further information on what to do in 
these circumstances:

Contact the Citizens Advice 

consumer helpline on 

03454 04 05 06

or visit: www.tradingstandards.uk/consumers/

support-advice

Here are two other links that might help from:  

www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Before you start: Problem solving:

CLICK
TO
READ

CLICK
TO
READ

CLICK
TO
READ

https://www.tradingstandards.uk/consumers/support-advice
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/getting-home-improvements-done/before-you-get-building-work-done/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/consumer/getting-home-improvements-done/problem-with-home-improvements/
http://opun.co.uk
http://opun.co.uk
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You may have found yourself researching loft 

conversions and seeing the same words cropping up 

over and over again, without knowing exactly what 

they meant. It’s just another thing that complicates 

the matter even further.

That’s why we’ve put together this handy jargon 

buster covering most of the words you’re likely 

to hear when speaking to an expert about a loft 

conversion, so you can keep up and know exactly 

what they’re on about:

Dormer 
A dormer is a type of loft conversion. With this kind 

of conversion you typically have one or more boxes 

that protrude from the slope of the roof. This is the 

most popular kind of loft conversion in the UK. 

Hip-to-gable
Hip-to-gable, refers to another type of loft 

conversion. Typically carried out on semi-detached 

houses built between the 1920s-1930s with three 

sloping sides. It basically involves replacing the 

sloping roof at the opposite side of where the two 

houses are joint with a vertical wall that leads up to 

the two remaining sloping pitches, in a triangular 

shape. 

Velux
Velux is the name of a popular manufacturer of 

windows, more specifically skylights, which have 

become synonymous with a type of loft conversion. 

This kind of conversion simply involves installing 

Velux skylights — this type of loft conversion can 

only be carried out in lofts that are large enough to 

already meet the building regulations required to 

transform loft space into living space. 

Mansard
Mansard conversions are where a large box 

protrudes out of the building’s roof, running along 

its length, with its own flat roof on top. They are the 

largest and most expensive type of loft conversion, 

but add a huge amount of space. 

Party wall
The party wall refers to a wall, or other boundary, 

that is shared with a neighbour. Such as the wall 

that joins two houses in a semi-detached property. 

You need to get a special agreement with your 

neighbour called a ‘Party Wall Award’ if your loft 

conversion means carrying out major works on a 

party wall. 

Permitted Development
Permitted Development refers to changes you are 

allowed to make to your home, without acquiring 

planning permission or any other kind of permission 

beforehand. In many instances loft conversions are 

allowed under permitted development. However, 

some are not and things such as the location and 

age of the property can also have an affect on this. 

Loft conversion 
jargon buster 
Loft conversions can seem like big endeavours when you’re first looking into carrying 
one out. This isn’t at all helped by all of the jargon surrounding them
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You need to check with an expert to find out if a loft 

conversion on your property would be considered 

permitted development. 

Pitch 
The pitch of the roof refers to how steep it is. Some 

loft conversions involve making the pitch of the roof 

steeper to allow for more head room. 

Truss 
The trusses of a roof, refers to a type of framework 

typically made from timber found in some attics. 

They are there to support the roof, but having them 

can make conversion slightly more difficult. 

Rafters
Rafters are typically wooden beams inside your 

attic that support your roof at a slope. If you have 

these instead of trusses your attic will be slightly 

easier to convert. 

Breaking through
Breaking through, and ‘breakthrough day’ refer to 

a phase of construction, towards the end of the loft 

conversion process. This is when the builders remove 

a portion of the ceiling of the floor beneath the attic, 

usually in the landing but it can be elsewhere, and 

fit a new staircase leading to the loft. 

Sound insulation
Sound insulation is a type of insulation used to 

dampen the noise in your home. This type of 

insulation is usually put beneath the flooring of your 

new loft space, to prevent people beneath having to 

listen to noisy footsteps and other sounds coming 

from above. 

Thermal insulation 
This is another type of insulation designed to 

prevent heat from your home escaping. This will 

make it more energy efficient to keep your home at 

a comfortable temperature.

Listed Building Consent
This is a type of building consent you need to 

obtain in order to make changes, such as a loft 

conversion, to a listed building in the UK

Building regulations 
These are a specific set of minimum standards of 

construction, laid out by the Government,  that 

affect basically every building in the UK. Many of 

these regulations apply to loft conversions. One of 

the main regulations surrounding loft conversions 

is that the finished conversion should provide a 

minimum ceiling height of 2.2m. 

Conservation area
A conservation area is a designated area of 

environmental or historic interest in the UK. If your 

home is within the confines of a conservation area, 

you may need to get specific permission to carry 

out a loft conversion, or be more limited in what you 

can do to it. 

Loft conversion 
jargon buster

continued…
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Further reading

Planning Portal – Loft conversion 

help and advice

 

Citizen’s Advice – Planning for 

major home improvements 

Opun – opun.co.uk/lofts

HomeOwner’s Alliance – Getting 

started with your loft conversion

Which? guide to lofts

Loft conversion checklist

blog.opun.co.uk – Home-

improvement inspiration
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Useful resources
A properly converted loft is a definite asset to any home. It can not only provide extra space 

that will transform the way you live, but adds value to your property, too. A badly converted 

loft, however, can reduce your home’s value and, in extreme cases, compromise your safety. 

As this guide has shown, there are a lot of elements to consider when converting your loft. 

Here is some further reading that may prove useful:
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CLICK TO 
READ

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
https://opun.co.uk/lofts
https://hoa.org.uk/
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/loft-conversions/article/guides
https://opun.co.uk/assets/hubstyle/pdf-hub/Opun.Loft%20checklist.pdf
https://blog.opun.co.uk/
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Talk to Opun

We’ve got hundreds of ideas for every room 
in your home. Take a look:

opun.co.uk/blog

We’re here to help.
Contact us on:

0800 048 8743
hello@opun.co.uk
opun.co.uk

Need some inspiration?
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https://opun.co.uk/
https://www.johnlewispartnership.co.uk/

